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Nature photographer Wesley Cronk
shares tips and tricks for keeping you
and your equipment safe no matter
what conditions you’re shooting in.

Introduction

EXTREME

Depending on what you define as ‘adventure’,
you’ve probably had opportunities for a few shots
that you just couldn’t take. Maybe the rain had
been pouring down, or maybe the cold had already
rendered your batteries useless. If you think the
camera would be better off at home in situations
like this, think again. These problems can be
avoided with the proper gear and planning.

CONDIT

Bag It
Camera items such as Aqua Tech’s Sport Shield or
MADE Products’ SLR Armor provide a layer of
protection between your camera and inclement
weather. These products work quite well for rain,
though don’t do so well in dusty situations.
MSRP: $35 - $80

Protecting Your Gear

UV Filter
For some, this may go without saying, but if you
don’t have a UV filter on the front of your lens, it’s
time to get one. This filter is the fastest, cheapest
way to protect those sizable investments you’ve
made in your lenses. It protects the
front of your lens from fingerprints,
scratches, and dust. Plus, it reduces
haze within an image. Tiffen carries
If you think the
high quality filters that aren’t
overpriced.
camera would
MSRP: $33 - $55, depending on size
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be better off at
home, think
again.

Lens Hoods
Lens hoods are underrated. In
addition to doing their intended job
of blocking unwanted lens flare,
hoods provide a nice plastic
extension, absorbing all the abuse
that would normally be going to the
lens. We’ve all experienced the
Doorway Issue: attempt to walk through a doorway
with a camera slung over your shoulder and end
up smacking your lens into the door frame. I can’t
tell you how many times my camera has been
slammed into rocks or bounced around a moving
car. My lens hoods are quite beat up, but the
lenses themselves are virtually untouched. Most
hoods are provided through your lens
manufacturer.
MSRP: $35 - $75
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Armored Transport
For equipment storage and transport,
nothing beats Pelican’s line of protective
cases. These waterproof, airtight, padded
cases will take your equipment anywhere
you can go. The downside: depending on
the size, they can get bulky and heavy. I
usually use these to transport equipment to
locations and then switch to a lighter bag for
while I’m there.
MSRP: $25 - $350

Protecting Yourself
All the gear in the world isn’t going to help if
you don’t protect yourself. Though I don’t
have the space to go into an outdoor clothing tutorial
here, there are a few tricks photographers can take
away.
Warm Hands
Thick mittens or gloves obviously make it very
difficult to operate the camera, but spending any
extended period of time with the camera in a cold
situation will send your hands towards frostbite pretty
quickly. So layer: wear a thinner layer of gloves under
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thicker mittens. Alternately, invest in a pair of
convertible mittens, such as REI’s Thermo Gloves.
MSRP: $36
Sunglasses
Sunglasses may be a no-brainer in bright
situations, but you can use your sunglasses as a
tool. Flip them up or down quickly to get an idea of
different exposures. If your sunglasses are
polarized, keep your polarization in mind. Take
your sunglasses off before looking through the lens,
as the polarization may interfere with the beam
splitter and provide you with an inconsistent
representation of the shot. If you’re using a
polarizing filter, use your sunglasses as a way to
get a quick idea of what your polarized image will
look like. And if you left your filter at home, never
fear. I’ve had acceptable results by holding
polarized glasses in front of the lens for a shot or
two.

Getting The Shots
Cold Car
Condensation can get in the way of good shots
and have the potential of damaging your
equipment. Condensation on your equipment
occurs when you bring your camera from a cold
environment into a warm environment. Bringing
your camera back into the cold can cause the
water to freeze inside your lens and camera,
potentially causing some serious damage.

When you’re on a photo drive in cold weather,
resist the urge to blast heat between every stop.
Keep your jacket on and keep the inside of the car
at about the temperature of the outside, and you’ll
prevent any condensation problems.
Battery Protection
Cold weather will sap the power out of batteries
up to three times faster than room temperature. To
combat this, store your extra batteries in your inner
pockets against your body and swap them out from
time to time. The warmth will extend your battery
life.

When Protection Fails
You’ve tried everything, but now you’ve slipped
and plunged your camera into the stream. Now
what? Take out your batteries immediately. If you
have a backup battery, remove that. Water ruins
electronics by short-circuiting them, so removing
the power source will minimize the risk of this.
Shake (or pour) the excess water from your camera
and let it sit for 24 hours before giving it power
again. And cross your fingers.
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